Lyrics to The World United Song

Two translations are provided below, one which keeps a rhyme in English and another more 'literal' one, which can be used by other translators as the basis for a translation into other languages than English. Please note that the rhyme translation is the one used in the English translation of the teaching manual.

English translation with rhyme:

First I lived far away from here

In my own country with much to do

My home and bed were also there

And everything I needed too 

Chorus

The World United, put your arm around me
(put an arm around your neighbour to the left and right)

The World United, no longer alone you see
(make a 'no' movement with your head)

The World United, me, you and we
(point to themselves, one another and all of us)

The World United, for you and for me
(point to others and themselves)

Now I live in a new town

In a street unknown to me

'What's this or that?', I frown

Does anyone here know me?

Chorus

At school I have a blue pen

With which one by one I write

All the new words I learn then

And the teacher thinks I'm bright

Chorus

At home when we have a party

I am smartly dressed

A visit from the whole family

Eating together is best

Chorus

With all my friends around

we play with one ball or another 

I play with my friends on the ground

And we swap cards with each other

Chorus

More literal English translation without rhyme:

First I lived far away from here

In my own country and place

My home and bed were there

I had everything I needed

Chorus

The World United is an arm put around you
(put an arm around your neighbour to the left and right)

The World United you will never be alone again
(make a ‘no’ movement with their finger)

The World United me, you and we
(point to themselves, one another and all of us)

The World United for you and for me
(point to others and themselves)

Now I live in a new place

In an unknown street

I wonder, 'What's this or that?’

Is there anyone here who understands me?

Chorus

At school I have a blue pen

With which step by step I write

The new words that I know

And the teacher thinks I am very bright

Chorus

When there is a party at my house

I am dressed very smart

The whole family comes to my house

It is great to eat together

Chorus

With all friends that are there

We play together with a ball

I play with friends on the square

And swap the picture cards I already have

Chorus

� Translator's note: it is more common in the UK/Ireland – and perhaps other countries as well – to make a 'no' movement by shaking one's head rather than shaking one's finger. Hence the adaptation. Similarly, other translators may have to adapt this by the common 'no' gesture in their country.





